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This Week in Congress

  

October 18, 2010

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” This week's headlines are:

  

 

    
    -  New Markets for Kansas Agriculture   
    -  Discussions with President Beggs at Wichita State University   
    -  Understanding Kansas' Unique Health Care Needs   
    -  Private Business, Not Government Key to Economic Growth   
    -  Supporting Kansas Farmers   
    -  Pittsburg State University Homecoming Game   
    -  Making a Difference through Civic Clubs   
    -  National History Teacher of the Year   
    -  In the Office   
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New Markets for Kansas Agriculture

  

 

  

This week, Chairman Collin Peterson of the House Agriculture Committee and I, requested that
President Obama repeal U.S. Department of Treasury regulations that restrict access of
American farmers and ranchers to Cuban markets. In recent weeks, reports have indicated the
Administration is preparing to make changes to U.S. travel policy with Cuba. If that is the case,
it only makes sense to also repeal the 2005 restrictions placed on agricultural sales. Our
request is the most widely supported modification of U.S. policy to Cuba and is estimated to
result in over $270 million in new exports. 

  

 

  

Cuba imports nearly eighty-five percent of its food and current U.S. trade policies hurt American
farmers and ranchers by making it more expensive for Cuba to purchase our agriculture
products. Instead of buying U.S. commodities, current policy encourages Cuba to buy its food
from countries such as Vietnam and China. Chairman Peterson and I introduced legislation
earlier this year, H.R. 4645, to standardize our trade policies and to open Cuban markets for
American farmers and ranchers. Our request to President Obama this week is similar to the
changes our legislation would make. Click here  to read more about our request. 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1879:10132010-moran-and-peterson-request-changes-to-cuban-trade-policies&amp;catid=1:2010-press-releases
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/facebook?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1881%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F18%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/twitter?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1881%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F18%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/email?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1878%26Itemid%3D1&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F11%2F10
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Discussions with President Beggs at Wichita State University

  

 

  

On Friday, I visited the National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita State
University. Founded in 1985, NIAR has distinguished itself as a leading university-based
aviation research center, which provides research, design, testing and certification to the
aviation industry, educational entities and government agencies. I appreciated the opportunity to
return to NIAR and learn more about the Institute’s research and how it benefits the aviation
industry in Kansas. I was also pleased to hear about the many advances in aviation research
that are benefiting other fields, including the medical field. Thanks to Dr. Don Beggs, President
of Wichita State University, and Dr. John Tomblin, NIAR Executive Director, for hosting me and
to Andy Schlapp for arranging my visit. 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Understanding Kansas’ Unique Health Care Needs 

  

 

  

I had the opportunity to tour several Kansas hospitals this week to learn more about their efforts
to care for the local community. Visiting hospitals across our state helps me better understand
the unique health care needs of Kansans. 
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http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/facebook?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1881%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F18%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/twitter?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1881%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F18%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/email?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1878%26Itemid%3D1&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F11%2F10
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William Newton Hospital (WNH) in Winfield: During my visit, I spoke with physicians and
hospital staff about issues facing Kansas hospitals and the implementation of the health care
reform law. WNH is a not-for-profit Critical Access Hospital that has served Winfield and the
surrounding community since 1927. WNH provides general medical and surgical care for
inpatient, outpatient and emergency room patients. The hospital is locally managed and
completely self-sufficient, receiving no tax subsidies, and is governed by a five member Board
of Trustees appointed by the Winfield City Commission. Thanks to Administrator Dick Vaught
for coordinating my visit and thanks to Fred Lucky of the Kansas Hospital Association for joining
me on the tour. 

  

 

  

Sumner Regional Medical Center (SRMC) in Wellington: SRMC is an 80-bed hospital
offering advanced imaging capabilities, maternity care, cancer care, general surgery, residential
care, short-term rehab and a variety of other inpatient and outpatient hospital services. The
hospital’s history in Wellington stretchs back to 1910 with the establishment of St. Luke’s
Hospital, that later became SRMC. This hospital is led by a five-member Board of Trustees
appointed by the Wellington City Council. In 2006 and 2007, SRMC’s volunteer team was
awarded the Gold Award of Excellence from the Kansas Auxiliaries of Kansas through the
Kansas Hospital Association. Thanks to President and CEO Dr. Robert Bean for coordinating
my visit and thanks to HCA Board President Donna Granger; City Manager Gus Collins; Fred
Lucky, Senior Vice President of the Kansas Hospital Association; State Representative Vince
Wetta and Shelley Hansel-Williams, Executive Director of the Wellington Area Chamber of
Commerce, for joining us on the tour. 
Click here
to view a photo of my visit. 
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;key=4&amp;hit=1
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     Rush County Memorial Hospital: I was in La Crosse on Sunday to speak at the ribbon cuttingceremony for the newly-renovated Rush County Memorial Hospital (RCMH). The hospitalrecently completed a major renovation project that began in August 2009. Access to health caredetermines whether Kansas towns survive and flourish and these upgrades will allow RCMH toprovide higher quality, more efficient care to the residents of La Crosse and the surroundingarea.  I commend the citizens of Rush County for their involvement and support of this project.RCMH was established in 1951 and currently employees 65 full-time employees. In 2009, thehospital provided care to over 6,700 patients. I was honored to be part of this ceremony. Thanksto Administrator George Stover for the invitation. Thanks to members of the RCMH board, statelegislators and County Commissioners for joining us.  Clickhereto view a photo of my visit.      

     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Private Business, Not Government Key to Economic Growth      Our state’s economy is supported by a diverse range of businesses, each of which createproducts or offer services that are of value to consumers. This week, I visited CVR Energy inCoffeyville, Pioneer Balloon Company in El Dorado and Boeing, JR Custom Metal Products inWichita and Creekstone Farms Premium Beef in Arkansas City to learn more about thesebusinesses. Congress should support our economy by creating a tax and regulatoryenvironment that allows businesses to grow and create jobs.      CVR Energy:  Kansas Farm Bureau (KFB) President Steve Baccus joined me Thursday inCoffeyville to tour CVR Energy’s Nitrogen Fertilizer Operations. CVR Energy is one of southeastKansas’ largest employers and produces fertilizer Kansas farmers use to increase production.The plant is the only commercial facility in North America that uses petroleum coke instead ofnatural gas to make nitrogen fertilizer. Most of the petroleum coke used at the facility is suppliedby CVR’s adjacent petroleum refinery, which helps keep costs down and fertilizer prices moreaffordable for the farmers who use it. During my visit, I learned that CVR Energy capturescarbon dioxide from its production processes for potential use in advanced oil recovery. Thanksto KFB President Steve Baccus, Rich Felts, Ron Betzen and Terry Holdren for accompanyingme to CVR Energy and to Mark Keim, Kevan Vick, Gina Bowman, Mike Swanson and KenHeims with CVR Energy for the tour. Click here  to view a photo from my visit.       
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=1&amp;hit=1
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     Pioneer Balloon: I visited Pioneer Balloon Company in El Dorado on Friday to learn about itsballoon making operation. Pioneer Balloon Company is headquartered in Wichita and inaddition to its El Dorado facility, has locations in California, Australia, England and Japan. Iappreciated the opportunity to learn about this Kansas business and visit with staff membersand answer their questions after the tour. Thanks to Pioneer Balloon President Ted Vlamis, VicePresident Wayne Roberts and El Dorado Plant Manager Matt Wallsmith for showing me themanufacturing process. Click here  to view a photo of my visit.      

     Boeing: On Friday, I visited the Boeing Company in Wichita, which is one of the leadingmanufacturers of military aircraft. During my tour, we talked about a number of issues, includingmy support for leveling the playing field in the competition for the next generation Air Forcerefueling tanker. I appreciated the opportunity to tour the 767 Tanker to better understand theunique capabilities of this aircraft. I also toured another aircraft, the C-40, which is used by theU.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force across the world. We also discussed the need for the Federalgovernment to provide a more certain regulatory environment so that companies can makesound decisions on the best way to grow their business. Thanks to Steve Wade, GeneralManager; John Frederick, Director of State and Local Government Operations; Scot Oathout,Director of B-52 Programs/Refueling Systems Support; Brad Gorsuch, Director of Operations &Quality for GTES & BDS – Wichita; Tom Conard, Business Development Director for TankerPrograms, and Andy Reheis, Sr. Manager of GTES Navy Programs, for showing me around theBoeing plant and to Ruby Syring for coordinating my visit. Click here  to view a photoof my visit.      
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=3&amp;hit=1
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     JR Custom Metal Products: I was in Wichita on Tuesday to visit with employees at JR CustomMetal Products, Inc. and tour their facility. This family-owned business began in 1974 like manyother small businesses, with a great idea, a small team, and a lot of hard work. Today, it hasgrown into one of Wichita’s leading family-owned businesses as a manufacturer of custommetal products. I appreciated the opportunity to learn more about the company’s work and plansfor the future. Thanks to Patricia Koehler for sharing the history of the company and showingme the facility. Click here  to view a photo from my visit.      

     Creekstone Farms Premium Beef: On Wednesday, I toured Creekstone Farms PremiumBeef’s processing facility in Arkansas City, which was founded in 1995. Creekstone produceshigh quality beef products for supermarkets in Kansas and across America. I appreciated thechance to tour this state-of-the-art facility that incorporates innovative quality control standards.Thanks to CEO Dennis Buhlke and his staff, Ryan Meyer, Brandi Biddle and Steve Endres forshowing me around the facility. Thanks also to Janet Siebert, CEO and President of theArkansas City Chamber of Commerce; Jill Smith, Vice President of CornerBank in ArkansasCity; Nancy Johnston of Kansas Gas and Kerri Falletti, Director of Cowley First for joining us forthe tour.       Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Supporting Kansas Farmers      One in five Americans work in jobs related to agriculture and food production and for manyKansans, agriculture is a way of life. I will continue to work hard to ensure family farms prosperand can be passed on to the next generation.      Springer Family Foods: This week, I visited Springer Family Foods near Sycamore, to betterunderstand their business and daily operations. Springer Family Foods is a third generationfamily farm that raises hogs and grows row crops. The farm is run by Michael, Chuck, Dale andLee Springer; Neil McCarter and Mark Nelson. During my visit, we discussed the Springers’efforts to educate the public about agriculture, the potential impacts of the proposed GrainInspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) rule on their farm, and theimportance of ensuring the next generation has the opportunity to return to their family farms.Thanks to the Springer family for the tour and their hospitality. Thanks to Kansas Farm Bureau(KFB) President Steve Baccus, and Rich Felts, Ron Betzen, and Terry Holdren of KFB forjoining us. Click here  to view a photo from my tour.      
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     Flood Damage along Verdigris River: On my way to Springer Family Foods on Thursday, Istopped along the Verdigris River near Liberty to view flood damage that began in 2007. Theflooding in this area has caused erosion of the stream bank that threatens local infrastructureand farmland. Click here  to view a photo of my visit.      

     Montgomery County Farm Bureau: On Thursday evening, I joined American Farm BureauFederation (AFBF) President Bob Stallman in Independence, to visit with members of theMontgomery County Farm Bureau. I enjoyed hearing from President Stallman, who spoke aboutthe opportunities and challenges facing American famers today. President Stallman is a riceand cattle producer from Columbus, Texas, and has served as AFBF President for over tenyears.      During my visit, I also talked with members about the growing regulatory challenges toproduction agriculture coming from the Environmental Protection Agency, including regulation ofdust and prescribed fires, among other things. Thanks to Montgomery County Farm BureauPresident Jenny Blaes and the board members for the invitation to join them. Click here  toview a photo of the meeting.      
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Pittsburg State University Homecoming Game                     This weekend, Robba and I were in Pittsburg to celebrate homecoming at Pittsburg StateUniversity (PSU), at the invitation of PSU President Steve Scott. We appreciated the opportunityto join Pittsburg fans and students in the annual homecoming parade in downtown Pittsburg.We also enjoyed talking with students, parents and alumni from the Big First district.     After the parade, I watched the PSU Gorillas take on the Washburn Ichabods at Carnie SmithStadium. It was an exciting and tough game that stretched into a double overtime. During thatsecond overtime, Washburn quarterback Dane Simoneau tossed a 16-yard touchdown pass toJoe Hastings, and Steve Ivanisevic added the game-winning extra point to help the Ichabodsclaim victory by a score of 35 to 34. Special thanks to PSU President Dr. Steve Scott and hiswife, Cathy, for their invitation and hospitality. Click here  to view a photo of my visit.      

     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Making a Difference through Civic Clubs     Parsons Rotary Club: I had the opportunity to speak with members of the Parsons RotaryClub this week. As a fellow Rotarian, I appreciate meeting with other Kansas Rotarians to hearabout their efforts to improve their local communities. I commended the Parsons community andLabette County, and particularly the Great Plains Development Authority, for their work inconverting the former Kansas Army Ammunition Plant to an industrial park to create economicopportunities. The ammunition plant was placed on the 2005 Base Realignment and Closurelist, and efforts have been underway to transfer the property from the Army to the DevelopmentAuthority and return the property to productive use. Thanks to President James McCarty forhosting me and to Ann Charles and Dr. Wayne Gilmore for arranging my visit. Click hereto view a photo from the meeting.      
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     Wellington Lions Club: I joined the Wellington Lions Club for their weekly meeting onWednesday. I enjoyed visiting with the members and hearing more about their activities in theWellington community. As a member of the Hays Lions Club, it is nice to be able to hear aboutthe great work that fellow Lions are doing in other parts of Kansas. Thanks to President DustiFansler and Shelley Hansel-Williams, Executive Director of the Wellington Chamber ofCommerce, and the members of the Club for their warm welcome.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     National History Teacher of the Year      On Wednesday, Nathan McAlister of Hoyt was named the 2010 National History Teacher of theYear. Nathan teaches American History at Royal Valley Middle School (RVMS) in Mayetta,Kansas and was nominated by his colleagues for the dedication and creativity he brings to theclassroom. At the award ceremony this week in Washington D.C., two of his students presentedhim with his award, which included a $10,000 check, history books, posters and films. RetiredSupreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor gave congratulatory remarks during the awardceremony.     The competitiveness of our state and our nation is directly related to the quality of our children’seducation, and teachers like Nathan help students learn by using innovative approaches toteaching history. For example, when teaching his students about the Constitutional Conventionof 1787, Nathan raised the thermostat to 90 degrees to mimic the original conditions ofPhiladelphia that summer. When Nathan was teaching his seventh grade students about theUnderground Railroad, the students drafted a bill to rename a trail along Highway 75 the “LaneFreedom Trail,” to commemorate James Lane. The students presented their bill before theKansas House and Senate, and Governor Mark Parkinson signed it into law on May 24th of thisyear. I congratulate Nathan for receiving this high honor and thank all Kansas teachers for theirdedication to teaching the next generation of Kansas leaders.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     In the Office     Several Kansans came by my Washington, D.C. office this week for a tour of the U.S. CapitolBuilding, including Renee Spangler, Joey Alligier and Chelsey Greene of Wichita; Dave and PatMills of Salina; Larry and Vicki Pucket of Hillsboro; Jim and Barb Kuhlmann of Olpe; ChristineLaskowski of Lawrence; Vickie Wold of Denison; and Kay Fiebig and Mary Lou Crider ofTopeka. In from Hoyt were Nathan, Kimberly, Christian and Noah McAlister; Anthony, Cindyand Cassidy Dahl; and Lyle, Mystel and Logan Bausch.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Contact Me                  It is an honor to serve you in Washington, D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.       Very truly yours,      Jerry            
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